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Assessment for Learning Assessment� of 
Learning

Diagnostic Formative Summative

Why assess? To ascertain students’ 
prior knowledge, skills, 
experiences, interests, 
and/or learning styles 
and preferences.

To ascertain growth 
and development 
over a period of time 
and provide on-
going guidance and 
constructive feedback 
in the learning of art 
knowledge, skills 
and development 
of competencies.

To evaluate students’ 
performance and� 
learning at a particular 
point in time to 
determine the degree of 
mastery or proficiency 
according to identified 
achievement targets 
and desired outcomes.

How to assess? Examples of diagnostic 
assessment include:

Profiling surveys, short 
drawing exercises, 
self-introduction with 
portfolio, conversations 
and interviews with 
students.

Examples of formative 
assessment include:

Class display of portfolio 
/art journal, interim 
project presentations, 
critique sessions, art 
conversations, periodic 
review of annotation 
and/or art journal, 
peer reviews, group 
reflection.

Examples of summative 
assessment include:

Graded tasks, 
assignments and/or 
projects (in verbal, 
written and/or studio�-
based forms), best 
works portfolio 
submission, etc.

What to assess?
(Outcome)

Ascertain potential 
as well as levels of 
readiness, interest� and 
motivation.

Progression and 
improvement of 
knowledge, skills 
and competencies in 
specific areas.

Culmination of learning 
and achievement of 
learning outcomes.

Table 5: Summary of different functions of assessment in Art20

School-Based Assessment

School-based assessments are underpinned by MOE assessment policies and should be carried out 
based on the school’s assessment plan and identified assessment objectives. The priority of school-
based assessment, as part of the teaching and learning process, is to provide quality and timely 
feedback to students that will feed forward to improve their learning. Teachers could use different 
modes to both support and evaluate students’ learning in Art. Some lesser-known modes include 
group reflection, participation in critique sessions, and portfolio presentations.

20 Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J. (2004). Understanding by Design. Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
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