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Annex A 
 

DETAILS ABOUT THE VARIOUS START SCHEMES 
AND 2018 RECIPIENTS 

 
A. Ministry of Education – Autonomous University (MOE-AU) Scholarship 
 
The MOE-AU scholarship provides support at the undergraduate level, to help 
prepare recipients for future academic careers. 
 
MOE-AU scholarship recipients are paired with a specific AU upon receipt of the 
scholarship, and scholars can express their preferences to be paired with a specific 
AU in their applications. Currently, MOE-AU scholarship recipients may be paired 
with NUS, NTU, SMU or SUTD.  
 
The MOE-AU Scholarship sponsors recipients for up to four years of undergraduate 
studies, after which the scholar is expected to apply for and obtain an AU-sponsored 
postgraduate scholarship to pursue a PhD.  
 
No. Name Course of Study and 

University 
Paired 

Autonomous 
University 

1.  Nan Zhihan 
(Provisional Offer)* 

Natural Sciences 
(Chemistry), University of 

Cambridge, UK 

NUS 

 
* Provisional offers are given to scholarship recipients who have yet to complete their National 
Service obligations.  
 
B. Overseas PhD Scholarship 
 
The Overseas PhD Scholarship supports Singaporeans who have been accepted for 
doctoral training at a leading overseas/local academic/research institution. The 
scholarship provides support for up to five years in terms of stipends/salaries, 
overseas maintenance allowances, conference and fieldwork grants, airfares and 
other compulsory fees depending on the scholar’s institution of study. Upon receipt 
of the scholarship, scholars will be paired with a local AU. MOE funds 50% of the 
scholarship while the paired university funds the other 50%. Scholars will return to 
their paired university as faculty members upon completion of their doctoral training 
to serve their bond.  
  
No. Name Course of Study and 

University 
Paired Autonomous 

University  
1.  Donavan Marcus 

Neo 
Chemical Biology, Harvard 

University, USA 
NUS Overseas 

Graduate Scholarship 
2.  Darryl Foo Chuan 

Wei 
Physics, University of 

Cambridge, UK 
NUS Overseas 

Graduate Scholarship 
3.  Yip Yuk Lum, 

Jennifer 
History, University of 
Pennsylvania, USA 

NUS Overseas 
Graduate Scholarship 

4.  Chiu Chai Hao Plant Sciences, University of NUS Overseas 
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Cambridge, UK Graduate Scholarship 
5.  Chew Sihao Chinese Philosophy, 

University of Oxford, UK 
NTU International 
PhD Scholarship 

6.  Tan Ming Hui, 
Tamisha Lauren 

Linguistics and Multilingual 
Studies, Harvard University, 

USA 

NTU International 
PhD Scholarship 

7.  Wee Ting Han 
Samuel 

English Literature, University 
of British Columbia, Canada 

NTU International 
PhD Scholarship 

8.  Lester Sim Wei 
Xiang 

Psychology, University of 
Michigan, USA 

SMU Overseas PhD 
Scholarship 

 
C. Overseas Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
 
The Post-Doctoral Fellowship supports Singaporeans who have just been conferred 
a doctoral degree and have been accepted for postdoctoral training at a leading 
overseas/local academic/research institution. The Scholarship provides support for 
up to two years in terms of stipends/salaries, overseas maintenance allowances, 
conference and fieldwork grants, airfares and other compulsory fees depending on 
the scholar’s institution of study. MOE funds 50% of the fellowship while the paired 
university funds the other 50%. Scholars will return to their paired university as 
faculty members upon completion of their post-doctoral training to serve their bond. 
 

No. Name Course of Study and University Paired 
Autonomous 

University  
1.  Ong Jiayun Elvin Comparative Politics with a focus 

on Singapore and Malaysia, 
University of British Columbia, 

Canada 

NUS 
Overseas 

Postdoctoral 
Fellowship 

2.  Tang Cheng Keat Economics, University of Southern 
California, USA 

NTU 
International 
Postdoctoral 
Scholarship 

3.  Lee Hiang Kwee Chemistry and Biological 
Chemistry, Stanford University, 

USA 

NTU 
International 
Postdoctoral 
Scholarship 

4.  Joanne Tan Yu Min Economics, University of Michigan, 
USA 

SMU 
Overseas 

Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship 

5.  Li Jiangtao Economics, University of Michigan 
& Yale University, USA 

SMU 
Overseas 

Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship 

 
D. Early Career Awards  
 
The Early Career Award supports Singaporeans who have completed their PhD 
and/or post-doctoral training, but have yet to be appointed to the tenure track in the 
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Singapore AUs.  Recipients of such awards will be expected to teach and conduct 
research, with the objective of helping them establish a competitive portfolio for 
consideration for appointment on the tenure-track at the AU thereafter. The award 
provides support for up to three years in terms of salaries/stipends and research 
grants. MOE funds 50% of the award while the paired university funds the other 
50%. Scholars will return to their paired university as faculty members upon 
completion of their period of award to serve their bond. 
 
There are no Early Career Award recipients this year.




