
Annex C 
  

Details on the stages of the DSA-Sec Exercise for Admission to Secondary 
One in 2007 
  
Selection Stage (26 Jun 06 to 31 Aug 06) 
  
1. Each participating school will conduct its own selection exercise during the 
Selection Stage.  Students who apply to a participating school, are shortlisted to 
participate in the school’s selection exercise. If they meet the admission criteria of 
the school, they will be offered confirmed places in the school (i.e. confirmed 
Offers). 
 
2. Some students may be placed on the school’s waiting list if the school 
wishes to consider their application at a later stage, subject to available vacancies.  
The students who do not meet the admission criteria of the school will not be 
accepted under the DSA-Sec Exercise.  All participating students will be notified of 
the outcome (i.e. confirmed offers, waiting list, rejected) by the end of this stage. 
 
3. Students with Confirmed Offers are guaranteed a place in each school that 
has extended them an offer, provided that they satisfy the following: 
 

a. they indicate the school as one of their choices1 during the Exercise 
School Preference Stage, and 

b. they qualify for an academic course which is offered by the school 
[Special / Express / Normal (Academic) / Normal (Technical)]. 

 
4. Students on the waiting list of a school will be considered for admission, 
provided that they satisfy the following: 
 

a. they indicate the school as one of their choices2 during the Exercise 
Preference Stage, 

b. they qualify for an academic course which is offered by the school 
[Special / Express / Normal (Academic) / Normal (Technical)], and 

c. the school has vacancies after the Exercise School Preference Stage.  
 
(The results will be known at the Results Release Stage.)  

 
Exercise School Preference Stage (12 Oct 06 to 18 Oct 06) 
 
5. Before 12 Oct 06, all students who have received confirmed offers or who 
were placed on a school’s waiting list during the selection stage will be issued with 
a form through their primary schools. This is to allow them to state their order of 
school preferences. 
                                                 
1 Three choices are given. 
2 Three choices are given. 



 
6. Some students may receive confirmed offers and/or notices about being on 
the waiting list from more than one school.  Each student can indicate his order of 
preference for these schools.  Once a student has exercised his school preference 
for a confirmed offer or one on waiting list, and is accepted, he will not be able to 
participate in the centralised Secondary One Posting Exercise. 
 
7. Once a student is allocated a school place from a higher order of 
preference school, the other confirmed offers in the lower order of preference 
schools will be freed up and offered to other students on the schools' waiting lists.   
 
8. To do this, MOE will run a central clearing system after the Exercise School 
Preference Stage to match students’ order of preferences against how each school 
has ranked the students on its waiting list according to the school’s admission 
criteria.  
 
Results Release Stage – late Nov 06 
 
9. The results of the DSA-Sec Exercise will be released in late Nov 06, 
together with the PSLE results.  All students, regardless of whether they took part in 
the DSA-Sec Exercise or not, will be issued with an Option Form during the 
centralised Secondary One Posting Exercise. 
 
10. Successful DSA-Sec applicants will be informed of the schools they have 
been admitted into.  Since these places have already been reserved for them, 
these students will not be allowed to participate in the Secondary One Posting 
Exercise.  For those who are eligible for elective programmes, they can indicate 
their interest in the Option Form.  
 
11. Unsuccessful DSA-Sec applicants will be notified that none of the schools 
they had indicated a preference for are able to offer them a place.  Hence, they will 
be given the option to indicate their choices of schools in the centralised Secondary 
One Posting Exercise.  These students may still opt for the schools that had not 
been able to offer them a place under the DSA-Sec Exercise if they wish, as only a 
certain percentage of places in these schools are made available during the DSA-
Sec Exercise. 
 
12. Refer to Annex C1 for a flowchart of the DSA-SEC Exercise. 
  
 
 


