STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES (SOP) FOR MANAGING CHILDREN WITH INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN KINDERGARTENS


	Check the overall health of children daily upon arrival, noting any unusual symptoms or behaviour




	Immediate actions to be taken by the kindergarten
If the child is suffering from any infectious disease such as HFMD, mumps, measles, etc (please refer to MOH Infection Control Guidelines for Schools and Child Care Centres), take the following steps immediately:

· Isolate the child by placing him/her temporarily at the sick-bay, isolation room or the principal’s office

· Inform the parents to bring him/her for medical treatment and keep him/her isolated at home/hospital
· Immediately check all children for fever, rashes or blisters on palms and soles, to spot those suspected of HFMD. These children must be isolated immediately. However, handle this sensitively
· Notify MOH under the Infectious Diseases Act (Cap 137) via CDLENS
· Disinfect and ensure the premises are clean and hygienic throughout each day

· Ensure that all toys, eating utensils and objects handled by the infected child are disinfected

· Ensure that there is no sharing of personal items such as towels, water tumblers among the children

· For outbreaks involving an unusually high number of children/staff with similar symptoms such as vomiting, diarrhoea or fever, please contact MOH at their 24 hour duty phone at 9826-9294
· Inform MOE accordingly



	Subsequent actions to be taken by the kindergarten
· Implement whatever actions required by the health officers to prevent further transmission of the disease
· Continue with the disinfection of the classroom, toys, utensils, etc for 10 days from the date of onset of the last infected child

· Conduct daily check on all children for possible symptoms of any infectious diseases 

· Ensure strict observance of hygiene and sanitary practices to halt further transmission of the disease

· Educate parents on the disease

· Keep MOE informed of the situation regularly until transmission has ceased
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